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paused, noting with joy how Gallus was torn wretchedly by a
wish to hasten the disclosure and a wish to shut his ears
against it. "The man that called was the consul Antonius."

"You're mad/3 shouted Gallus, "He spent the afternoon
with Cleopatra."

Amos clutched his own head and made agonised gestures
to Gallus to keep back the secret which had now been fully
revealed. He thus drew more attention to it, and even
Leonidas grasped that the subject of gossip was not himself
but people socially so distant that he didn't believe in their
existence even though he heard about them daily.

"O did he?" Fabullus winked one eye, and having winked
it, found difficulty in opening it again. "I knew they were
all in it. But he was with your don5t-know-what afterwards.
I saw him."

" He wasn't," shouted Gallus, louder still.   " Out you go!"

"And where do you think she went afterwards?" Fabullus
knew that Gallus couldn't bear to throw him out while there
was more to hear, more to be tortured with. " In her litter?
She went off to the other consul, Dolabella. And she hadn't
gone home at dawn. So what do you say to that? "

Gallus ran at him, tore at his clothes, punched him,
shouting. Amos and Leonidas in turn grasped Gallus from
behind and dragged him away. Fabullus sank to the floor,
blubbering. "I only told it for your own good. She's a
wicked woman. She wanted me to go to bed with her. We
men ought to stand together. Go and ask her if you don't
believe me."

Then he noticed Amos, and rose to his feet again. 'c What's
this Jew doing here? Spying on me?" He advanced
menacingly, and Amos shrank into a corner. "Your father
sent you here. Own up."

"Throw the blackguard out!" cried Gallus, struggling
with Leonidas; and Fabullus, seeing that he was liable to be
assaulted by all three, retreated quickly, making a dive for
his wine-jar, shut the door behind him, and was heard
weeping down the stairs.

THE litter in which Cytheris had come back was still outside
the door when Gallus turned the corner.   At once he knew